To Conquered Areas 


Two Norwegian Bishops 
Reported Replaced by 
German Appointees 
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SOMEWHERE IN EUROPE, Sept. 
30. — The Nazi party’s conflict with 
the church is not confined to the 
Reich, where it currently centers 
around Bishop von Galen of Muen- 
ster, but extends in less extreme 
version to much of the conquered 
and occupied areas. 

The dispute goes to the very ker- 
nel of Nazi-ism itself. The system 
cannot permit the existence of or- 
ganized minorities of any kind not 
completely, subject to party control. 
The process usually begins with the 
outlawing of political parties. Labor 
unions are the next victims, as in 
the Reich under Dr. Robert Ley, 
head of the labor front, and only 
this month in Norway. 

The church is frequently a tougher 
nut but the campaign is one of 
steady pressure and attrition. The 
so-called confessional synod (under 
the imprisoned Dr. Martin Niemoel- 
ler) provides an example in the 
Reich. According to reports from 
Germany, all the members of the 
central governing group have either 
been jailed or drafted into military 
service. Eighty-six per cent of the 
confessional pastors also have been 
drafted and the church’s activities 
are almost paralyzed. 


Pressure Growing in Norway. ’ 
Warning signals have indicated 
that the pressure is growing on the 
Norwegian church through the Nazi- 
dominated Quisling party after the 
bishops declared, through Bishop 
Berggrav, that the Russian war was 
| a purely political and military affair 
| on which he could take no stand. 
1 The Bishops of Trondheim and 


Agder were retired by the govern- 
ment to make way for two Nazi ap- 
pointees with the view to increasing 
party influence, according to re- 
ports. 

Attacks on so-called “political 
Catholicism" began in Holland and 
Belgium as soon as the Gestapo ar- 
rived on the heels of the conquer- 
ing armies. They have continued 
steadily, particularly in the Ger- 
man-controlled press of these re- 
gions. 

In troubled Prance, the attacks 
have been less direct. The Vichv 
government, shortly after its estab- 
lishment, lifted some of the earlier 
anti-clerical measures, permitting 
priests to teach and take part in 
other formerly banned activities. For 
a long time the clergy remained one 
of the largest and most influential 
organized groups supporting the 
Vichy program, but it is reported 
now to be veering from Vice Premier 
Admiral Jean Darlan and his policy 
of collaboration (with Berlin). 

1 Darlan Speech Blamed. 

The chief factor in the growing 
clerical distrust of the new leading 
apostle of collaboration in Vichy is 
founded generally on the unreported 
speech which Admiral Darlan is said 
to have made before a youth group 
late m August. .Sketching . plans for. 
the future. Admiral Darlan warned 
the church against interfering in 
the program and said that the 
church’s political influence must be 
removed. He subsequently denied 
the attach, t?ut yvas unable, to cpun- 
fccract the widespread reaction.. 

The S. S. (Hitler elite guard) and 
the Gestapo under Heinrich Himm- 
ler are the medium for executing 
party policy toward the church but 
they occasionally develop their ’own 
heretics, however. Recently a num- 
ber of S. S. men in preponderantly 
Catholic Bavaria had earlier civil 
marriages supplemented by religious 
rites, against S. S. rules, according 
to reports. The priest, who per- 
formed the services secretlv finally 
was discovered by the police. He, as 
well as some 30 members of the S. S. 


are reported to have been jailed. 
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